
FAMILY REUNIFICATION:
INSTRUCTIONS FOR USE

The Italian Immigration Act 
(Legislative Decree No. 286 of July 25, 1998)

 regulates family reunification for non-EU foreign citizens

If you are a student, you can reunite your family members: this guide explains how!

who can apply for reunification,

which family members are eligible,

the requirements and procedures for the request,

the issuance of the residence permit for family reasons.

The main relevant articles are 28, 29, 29-bis, and 30, 
which define:
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Art. 28 
Right to Family Unity

Art. 29
Who You Can Reunite and Requirements

• Those holding a residence permit valid for at least one year 

(including for study) have the right to request family reunification.

• A continuous legal residence of at least 2 years is required,

 except for students with international protection permits.

• Students with a study permit of at least one year, 

after 2 years of legal residence, can start the reunification process for 

spouse, parents, or children, if all other requirements are met.

• Spouse, not legally separated, at least 18 years old

• Minor children

• Adult children dependent on the applicant

• Dependent parents, or parents over 65

Suitable housing that

meets health and safety 

standards

If the child is under 14,

parental consent

is enough

Minimum annual income

not less than

the social allowance

   (€7,002.97 in 2025)

Health insurance

or registration with the

National Health Service

   for parents over 65

Authorization

(nulla osta)

issued within 150

days of the request

Requirements for Reunification!

Who You Can Reunite?



What if your family wants to come with you 
from the start? 

Family members who enter Italy together with the main visa holder 

(student/worker)

Authorization (nulla osta) from the Prefecture – Immigration Office

 (Sportello Unico per l’Immigrazione)

Apply for visa at the Italian Consulate in the country of residence

(Art. 6, paragraph 3 – Presidential Decree 394/1999)

Who they are:

Requirements:

After arrival:
�

Granted a residence permit for family reasons

�
Same duration as the main permit holder

�

Ask for lawyers or associations help!�



Art. 30
Residence Permit for Family Reasons

Art. 29-bis
Reunification for International Protection Holders

 After arrival, the family member receives a residence permit for family reasons.

 This permit allows study, work, and access to services.

 It’s duration matches that of the student’s permit and can be renewed together.

Or

You have the right to family reunification without the income or housing

requirements.

If you cannot obtain the necessary documents from your country

the Italian authorities can:

01

issue replacement

certificates

arrange genetic

tests to verify the

family relationship.

02

 In case of denial, it is possible to appeal to the competent judge.

Thank You


