
 

 
                                  Rome/Berlin/Paris 

          7 December 2020 
Ms Ursula von der Leyen 
President of the European Commission 
Rue de la Loi / Wetstraat 200 
B- 1049 Brussels 
 
 
Copy to: Ms Ylva Johansson, European Commissioner for Home Affairs, and Mr. Margaritis 
Schinas, Vice-President of the European Commission and European Commissioner for 
Promoting the European Way of Life  
 
 
 
Dear President von der Leyen, 

On the occasion of an online conference held on 9-10 November, symbolically in Rome, 
European organisations, networks and cities examined and discussed the new European Pact 
for Asylum and Immigration made public by the Commission on 23 September. 
 
For the organisers and many of the participants, this meeting followed on from those held at 
the Paris City Hall and then at Diakonie's headquarters in Berlin in 2019. We proposed a "Berlin 
Action Plan for a new European Asylum Policy" in a letter dated 17 January 2020. 
 
Today we are sending you a "Rome Declaration", signed by some organisations from several 
European countries, which owes its name to the expansion of our informal network to include 
Italian organisations, and to the place taken in our debate by the issues facing Italy and other 
southern European countries. 
 
This declaration attempts to express what unites our organisations in the defence of a humane 
and dignified asylum and immigration policy in Europe, the principles that guide us, a critical 
look at the provisions that are the most sensitive or insufficient in our view, such as the 
procedures for first reception at the borders of the Union and the mechanisms of solidarity 
between Member States. 
 
We are sending this declaration more widely to the institutions and governments of the 
European Union. We remain at your disposal should you wish to discuss the points we raise 
with the signatories. 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
 
 
Ellen Ueberschär,  
President of the Heinrich Böll 
Foundation  
 

Thierry Le Roy,  
President of France 
terre d’asile 
 

 
 

Cesare Zucconi, 
Secretary General of 
Sant'Egidio 

 

Ugo Melchionda, national 
spokesperson  
for Grei 250 

 

 


